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Women's Studies Supporter Receives Award
Doris Rucks, associate professor of
Socio logy and coordinator of
Women's Studies, received the
Barbara
Jordan awa rd
during the
March 18th
dinner that
concluded
Grand
Va lley's
Women's
Festival.
Named for
Jordan, the
late U.S.
Congresswoman from
Texas who was known for speaking
o ut for civil rights, the awa rd was
presented to Rucks for her dedicatio n
and service to GVSU's Women's
Studies Program.
Rucks, who came to Grand Valley
in 1987, has been a long-time advocate of women and women's issues.
"S he has been instrumental in creating
awareness o f the racial and ethnic gap
in feminist studies, and more importantly, has worked towa rd bridging
th is gap, " said Kate Remlinger, cochair of the Festival.
"Doris encourages faculty across the
disciplines, to take pan in the women's
and gender studies program, thus
reaching out to a variety of students
and their needs, " Remlinger said .
After having worked for a number
of years as an educator and community leader in Muskegon, Rucks was
granted the Ph.D. from Michigan State
Unive rsity in 1983. That same year
she was a lso awa rded a Fulbright to
study the history and culture of
Senegal, Sierra Leone and
Libe ria. She has participated in numerous
academic seminars and

has delivered papers o n such topics as
"Issues and Concerns of Women in
Developing Countries" (University of
Botswana) and "Women in Development" (University of Zimbabwe).
Among her professio nal affiliations ,
Rucks lists the Alpha Kappa Mu Honor

Society, the atio nal Women's Studies
Associatio n, the Natio nal Association of
Black Socia l Workers , and the Michiga n
Sociological Association. Other affilia tio ns include: Amnesty International, the
ACLU, the AAUW, and life membersh ip
in the NAACP.

Admissions Office Steps Up
Minority Recruitment Efforts
On March 25, Gra nd Valley's Admissio ns Office held its first annual "Excellence Through Diversity" achievement
dinner at the Holiday Inn in Flint. All
area stude nts who qualified for the 1997
Bert Price Scholarship were invited ,
alo ng with their parents.
Darrell Johnson and Cassonya Can er
represented the Admissions Office , and
Don Williams spoke on behalf of the
Office o f Minority Affairs. Information
was provided abo ut the Minority
Business and Teache r Education Center
(MTEC) programs.
Lillian Herny, whose son Anhur is a
1993 graduate of GVSU, spoke abo ut
the meaning of "Excellence Through
Diversity." The event was duplicated on
Thursday, April 3, at Detroit's Westin

Hotel. Stude nt Tosha Hemphill shared
insights about making the transiti on
from high school to college, her
involvement in the MTEC program , and
the value of being a membe r of the
GVSU cho ir.
Evester Ca rte r, a 1990 GVSU a lumnus, who works as an engineer w ith the
Delco division of General Motors,
talked abo ut his clays o n campus and
Grand Valley's growth over the last
several years.
"These two events are a part of the
ongoing effo rt by the Admissions Office
staff to actively recru it students of colo r
to GVSU, the reby enhancing the
collegial experience thro ugh diversity,"
sa id Darrell Johnson, associate director
of Admissions.

GVSU-Aberdeen Tech/Math Academy Update
February 28:
Melvin Northrup,
professor of
Biology, taught
students at
Aberdeen about
soil monoliths.
Northrup helped
students make
their own miniprofiles by gluing
different soil
samples on strips
of cardboard.
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Across Campus
Retiring Professor
Leaves a Legacy

The GVSU Forum is
published by the Office of
University Communications
every Monday w hen classes are
in session and biweekly during
the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send
publication items to Kathleen
Adams, editor, c/o the FORUM
cc:Mail box. From off campus,
email fo rum@gvsu. edu.
Tele phone : 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE on the World Wide Web
at: www .gvsu. edu/
Faculty and staff members
can find an online "Sketches"
submission form on the Web
Site.

It's been 32 years since Professor Chester
Alkema began teaching teachers about art at
Grand Valley. A pioneer faculty member in
the Art and Design
Department, he has
successfully divided
his time between
his stude nts, his
work in community
schools , his art, and
his extensive
publications.
Alkema, w ho w ill
retire in August,
teaches art education, advises
students, screens
students for entrance into the School of
Education, and observes and evaluates
student teachers.
"Chester grew up with Grand Valley, "
said colleague Don Kerr, professor of Art
and Design . "His w hole life has been
teaching art. First and foremost, he is a
devoted and responsible teacher. He's had
an extensive impact on children and
educators nationally and internationally with
his 14 books about teaching children about
art. In terms of name recognition, Chester is
one of our most distinguished facu lty
members."
Alkema 's books have been published in
the United States, England, Australia,
Canada, and New Zealand, and they have
been translated into French, Spanish and
Dutch. He has co-authored six encyclopedias, and is the author of more than 60
national journal articles .
"This pioneering member of our faculty
has given continuous service to Grand
Valley," said Department Chair David
McGee. "He's really seen the place change ."
In 1982, Alkema was the first recipient of
Grand Valley's Contribution to a Discipline
Award. He also received the Michigan Art
Education Association's Teacher of the Year
award in higher education in 1979. He
became a member of the Honor Society of
Phi Kappa Phi in 1988.
After he retires, Alkema plans to spend
the winter in Bradenton , Florida, and the
rest of the year in Grand Rapids. He plans
to remain active in the Big Brothers program and other volunteer work, and hopes

to continue his research by tracking new
trends in art education. He also hopes to
continue exploring the tempura batik
technique. "Since I'm such a film buff,"
Alkema said, "I may even look for a parttime job in a video store. "

Weather Procedures Detailed
The Department of Public Safety Services
has issued the following precautiona1y
procedures in the event of severe weather:
A tornado or severe thunderstorm
WATCH means that the storms may produce
large hail and/or damaging winds. All
severe thunderstorms are potential tornado
producers, but a severe thunderstorm watch
does not mean that a tornado is imminent.
A tornado or severe thunderstorm
WARNING means that a tornado or thunderstorm is imminent or has actually been
sighted.
The campus community w ill be notified
of a warning by a Public Safety Services
officer who w ill drive through the university
campus advising those who are walking o r
driving to seek cover.
A safety contact person has been designated for each building (see list). They will
be contacted in the event of a warning and
in turn will direct all those within the
building to move to an assigned safe area.
Building occupants sho uld move away from
all windows or glass-enclosed areas immediately.
continued on page 3

Retirement Reception
To Honor Four
The Arts and Humanities Division
invites the campus community to join
with them to honor four faculty members
for their long-time se1vice to GVSU. A
reception for Professors Chester Alkema,
Roberta Simone, David Huisman, and
Ursula Franklin will be held on Tuesday,
Ap!il 15, from 3-5 p.m. in 308 PAD.
Alkema, who is in the Art and Design
Departme nt, and Simone, who is in the
English Department, have each been at
Grand Valley since 1965. Huisman, from
the English Department, came to Grand
Valley in 1969, and Franklin, from the
Department of Modern Languages and
Literatures, joined GVSU in 1971.
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Coming Events
Art Exhibition
At Eberhard Center

GVSU Volunteers Plan
To Get Their Hands Dirty

Joseph Appelt, artist, architect and
e ng ineer, will exhibit his sketches and
paintings, titled "Flowers fro m O ur
Ga rden ," in the West Galle1y, on the
second level of the Eberhard Cente r,
from April 14 thro ugh April 26. The
exhibit is open to the public.
Ap pelt, w ho was active in shaping
the curriculum fo r the Esther and
Seymo ur Padnos School o f Eng ineering,
bas been a member o f the GVSU
Engineering Advisory Boa rd since its
creation in 1983. He worked on the
campaign to increase the e ngineering
p rogram from two to four years.

The GVSU Counseling Center, in
collabo ration w ith Grand Va lley's
Center fo r Philanthropy and several
African American student o rganizations,
is planning an "Adopt a Lot" clay, to be
held on Saturday, April 19, from 1-5 p.m.
Three city-owned lots, located on
Wealthy Street, S.E. , between Eureka
and Diamond Streets, w ill receive
makeove rs. These vaca nt prope rties will
be cleaned up , new top soil w ill be
added , and several flowering trees w ill
be planted . The "Adopt a Lot" event is
scheduled to coincide w ith the annual
Wealthy Street Clean-Up Day.

Shop for Plant Services
Bargains

"This is a 'win-w in' p roject because
eve1yone involved stands to gain," sa id
project coordinator Diana Pace, Coun-

Plant Services will o nce again be
hosting a surplus equipme nt sale, to be
held o n Wednesday, April 16, at noon
at the east e nd of the Service Building,
under the lean-to . All sales are final and
there w ill be no early sa les. Call Sec
Garcia at x3850 fo r more informatio n .

Spring Football
Celebration Scheduled
The Grand Valley Football Program
invites the campus community to
participate in their Second Annual
Spring Celebration on Saturday, April 19.
Kickoff is at 12 noon at Lubbers
Stadium, fo llowed by a 4 p .m. celebratio n at LaPetit Chateau (west of The
Meadows on 48th) . The event will allow
guests an opportunity to preview the
1997 Laker Football Team, and to meet
Coach Brian Ke lly and the entire
footba ll staff at a post-ga me receptio n.
Ticket ho lders will have an opportunity to win prizes thro ugho ut the
evening , including cash prizes ranging
from $100 to $1,200.
Spring Celeb ration tickets, w hich
include admission to the game, food
and drink at the celebration , and the
oppo rtunity to win cash prizes, can be
purchased from the football staff for
$50. Proceeds w ill go directl y to the
football program. Call x3050 or x3259
fo r more info rmatio n.

seling and Career Services directo r.
"The ne ighborhood will be made more
attractive, local children w ill have an
opportunity to take part in a positive
activity alo ngside GVSU students, and
the students volunteering the ir time will
have a chance to serve as role mo dels
along with contributing to the community."

Golf Outing to Benefit
Women's Athletics
The GVSU Women's Athle tics Golf
Outing is scheduled for Friday, May 23,
beginning at 9 a. m. at The Meadow s.
The $75 fee includes the cost of a cart,
lunch , golfing, and eligibility for door
prizes. The Children's Center will be
available fo r child care . Call Joan
Boand , at x3233, fo r mo re info rmation .

Across Campus
contin ued.from page 2

The safest area is the center of the
building as close to the baseme nt or
ground floor as possible. When the
warning is terminated , eve1yone on
campus w ill be notified and normal
university activities w ill resume .
The impo rtant thing to re me mber is
to not panic. A calm, orderly course o f
events is the best way to ensure
everyo ne 's safety.
Designated Building Contact People:
PAD-Pat Haynes o r Pam Bille r; Tonya
Cnossen or Stephanie Tuttle; Erica
Carlson o r Joyce Paggeot.
]HZ-Marlene Cook o r Carol Modderman; Marie Noe o r Ardith DenBesten.
Children's Cente r-MaryAnn Kra use.
COM-Kay Akey.
FH-Mike Stodola , Marc Scharphorn or
Linda Ehrmann .
KC-LeaAnn Tibbe or Michelle Golightly.
CDC-Lori De ite rs.
MAK-Diane Breeman o r Betty Searle .
MAN-Joy Seeley or Liz Judovics.
LMH-Jeanne Crowe or Jan Lenic.
LSH- Deb Singer or Nancy Brown .
LHH- Stephanie Schuler or Thelma Cathey.

CFAC- Susa n Guinnop.
Art Complex-Pam Tober o r custodian .
ASH-Joan VanTimmeren o r Carol
Rappley.
STU-Pat Klu z; Pat White; Rich Howard
or Andrea Marks; Pat McComb; Pat
Bethke .
HRY-Dave Chapman or lab assistant;
Ruth Ann Sto ne or Barbara Farah;
Cindy Zehne r or Christine Schaub.
Meadows- Ka thy Antaya or Beth
Neumeier/ Katy Frese.
SER-Che1y l Fischer o r Mary Greene.
Ca mpus Ho using-Andy Beachnau or
Janet Walls.
Campus Handicapped Services-Ginger
Randall.
Campus W. Apts.- Marlene KowalskiBraun.

Job Openings
Executive,Administrative, Professional
Directo r of Glo bal Programs, Office of
Internatio nal Affairs - $35 ,000 $40,000
Assistant Bookstore Manage r, Booksto re
(Allendale Campus) - $25 ,000 $29,000
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Calendar of Events
Cultural Events
Arts Hotline : (616) 895-ARTS
Galle1y Ho urs: 10 a.m.-5 p .m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thurs. All activities o n the Allendale Campus unless
otherwise no ted .
Mon., Apr. 7-Fri. , Apr. 25

Galle1y Ho urs : B.F.A. Exhibitio ns. Calder Gallery, CFAC.
Mon. , Apr. 14-Sat., Apr. 26
"A.It in Bloom" exhibit by Joseph Appelt, P.E. West Gallery, EC.

General Events

3 p.m.: Men's Tennis . Gra nd Rapids Community College at
GVSU.
3:30 p .m.: Wo men's Softball. Adrian College at GVSU.
Thurs. , Apr. 17

3:30 p .m.: Me n's Tennis. Corne rsto ne College at GVSU.
4 p.m.: Men's Baseball. Calvin College at GVSU.
Fri. , Apr. 18-Sat., Apr. 19

9 a.m.: Men 's Golf at As hland Invitatio nal. Ashland, OH .
Fri. , Apr. 18

3 p.m.: Wome n's Softball at SVSU. Saginaw .

Tues ., Apr. 15

Sat., Apr. 19-Sun., Apr. 20

11:30 a. m.: COT Appreciation Luncheon. KC.
3-5 p.m.: Retirement Reception fo r Professors Alkema,
Franklin , Huisman and Simone . 308 PAD .

TBA: Wo men's Golf at Uni versity o f Illino is Invitatio nal.
Normal, IL.
1 p .m. & 12 noon: Men 's Baseball at Mercyhurst College.
Erie, PA.

Wed., Apr. 16

12 noon: Plant Services Sale . SER.

Sports
Spo rts Ho tline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change .
Mon., Apr. 14

3:30 p .m .: Wo men's Softball. St. Mary's College at GVSU.
Tues ., Apr. 15

4 p.m.: Men's Baseball. Albion College at GVSU.
4 p .m. : Women's So ftball. Northwood Unive rsity at GVSU.
Wed. , Apr. 16

2 p .m .: Men's Baseball at Ashland University. Ashland, OH.

Sat., Apr. 19

9 a. m .: Crew Club . Grand Rapids Rowing Club Invitational.
Riverfro nt Park .
10 a.m.: Track & Field at Saginaw Valley State University.
University Center.
11 a.m.: Men's Tennis. Wayne State Unive rsity at GVSU.
12 p .m.: Spring Football Celebratio n. Lubbers Stadium.
Reception to foll ow.
1 p .m .: Wo men's Softball at LSSU. Location TBA .
Sun. , Apr. 20-Mon., Apr. 21

9 a.m.: Men's Golf at NCAA District N Tournament. Auburn , IN.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Carl Erickson and Bruce Klein, associate professors of
Computer Science and Information Systems, served as program
committee co-chairs for the 28th annual Technical Symposium
of the Association of Computing Machine1y Special Interest
Group on Computer Science Education (SIGCSE), held in San
Jose, California. SIGCSE is the premier conference for computer
science educators. Klein was also a panelist du1ing a symposium session, titled "Application of Peer Learning to tl1e
lntroducto1y Computer Science Sequence."
Victoria Swenson, consultant fo r the Regional Math and
Science Cente r, and Connie Widdis, clinical field coordinator
fo r the School o f Educatio n, presented "Conservation
Connectio n: Tro pical Rainforests and Michiga n Wetlands" at
the Inte r-Institutio nal Teacher Education Council "Fire-Up "
Confere nce fo r student teachers at Aq uinas College. Widdis
also presented "Conferencing fo r Confidence" fo r supervising teache rs at the Inter-Institutio nal Teacher Ed ucation
Council breakfast fo r supe1v ising teachers at GVSU.
Nancy Levenburg, visiting assistant pro fessor of Marketing, and Tom Dandridge , directo r of the Center for

Entreprene urship in the Se idma n School of Business, are coauthors o f an article , "Can't Afford Research? Try Mini-

research," which w as published in the March 31 issue of
Ma rketing News, the biweekly publication of the American
Marketing Association.
Barbara Reinken, assistant pro fessor of Educatio n,
conducted a workshop , titled "O ptions for Using O bse1vation o res and Conferences Effectively to Increase Student
Teacher Growth ," at the Uni ve rsity Supervisor's' Conference
in Grand Rapids, spo nsored by the Inter-Institutio nal
Teache r Education Council of West Michiga n. Reinken and
David Zwart, from Hope College, p resented a session at the
Inter-Institutional Teacher Edu catio n Council of West
Michigan March Cooperating Teacher Confe rence at GVSU,
titled "The School Administrator and Stude nt Teachers. "
Re inken sponsored this confe re nce o n the Allendale
Campus. Reinken also co-chaired the Inter-Institutional
Teache r Educatio n Council of West Michigan "Fire Up "
Student Teacher Confere nce held at Aquinas College.

In the News
Curtis Jones, professor of Socio logy, discussed diversity
training, affirmative action and sexual harassment o n
WGVU-AM's Business Beat progra m, o n April 3 and 5.

